Wright, leslie J. Francis and Jerome Berryman, and the first issue is welcomed with a 'Foreword by Professor John Hull' in which he says: … a society dedicated to the values of money nevertheless expects its schools to promote the values of human spirituality. This is not so much a paradox as a conflict. Into this situation comes the new international journal of children's spirituality. Its mission is to encourage research and reflection about the preservation and the nurturing of that spirituality without which the human species will not only case to be human but, perhaps will cease to be anything. … I believe its mission is one of central importance for parents, teachers and educational administrators. (3) In 1998, Volume 3 was the first professionally produced journal, published by Carfax. In 2001 the journal increased from 2 to 3 issues per volume and, in 2008, and now published by Routledge: Taylor & Francis Group, the journal increased to 4 issues per volume. In 2009, the International Journal of Children's Spirituality was included in the Arts and Humanities Citation Index, a testament to the very hard work and sustained dedication of Cathy Ota and Jane and Clive Erricker.
It is interesting that the very first editorial makes clear that the journal is about spirituality in education and asks, 'What do we mean by "spirituality" and does it have relevance to schooling?' (4). It does seem a very long time ago. looking at more recent volumes, it is fascinating to see how the journal has broadened considerably from an exclusive focus on education, and largely researched and discussed by authors in the west, to a range of fields -such as spirituality in relation to children with mental disabilities in the church, in relation to child protection, children's nursing and spiritual health in grief, or the dark side of spirituality -researched and discussed by authors from around the world. This issue of the journal continues to represent a range of topics and geographies, from spirituality and music classes, and the spiritual well-being of Hindu children in India, to the spiritual practices of young athletes in Canada and the more familiar subjects of Godly Play and how we define spirituality for a post-secular society. There is no question there is a sustained, and growing, global interest in children and young people's spirituality.
Over the course of this year, the three editors, Karen-Marie Yust, Brendan Hyde and myself, will be looking at ways to further increase good quality submissions to the journal, working with the International Association for Children's Spirituality to further the scope of the journal. We will also be looking to increase the number of themed Special Editions of the journal, so if you have a suggestion for a Special Edition, do please contact me at the email address below.
I have been the Book Reviews Editor for a number of years and that role now passes to Tony Eaude. Tony would be pleased to hear of any book or other published material (your own or someone else's) which has been, or is about to be, published and might be suitable for review. He is also keen to find new people to review books in their area of expertise. Writing reviews is an interesting way of keeping up to date with new work and helping others to do so, and reviewers are able to keep a copy of the book. If you would like to know what is involved, or would like to recommend a book for review, please contact Tony on tony.eaude@education.ox.ac.uk.
Finally, I would like to add that the staff at Routledge: Taylor & Francis Group have been very supportive with the change of editor, and my special thanks go to Vicky Quantrell for her advice and support, and to Gareth Meager who has tirelessly helped me get to grips with the Scholarone system -through which authors submit their articles -which, though a little intimidating, is actually immensely clever. I am very excited to have the opportunity to make a new contribution to this well-established, and still centrally important, journal. Jacqueline Watson Jacqueline.watson@uea.ac.uk Brendan Hyde Brendan.hyde@acu.edu.au Karen-Marie Yust kmyust@upsem.edu
